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Lesson: 05-21-2020

Objective/Learning Target: 
Students will take time to learn about commercial artists and 
create thumbnail sketches of their own ideas for logo designs



Masterpiece 
Monday

Take a closer 
look at a Famous 
Artist and their 
work

Technique 
Tuesday

Practice Skills 
Known and new 
techniques

What’s Up 
Wednesday

Explore a 
technique or 
Artist happening 
somewhere in the 
world right now! 

 Thumbnail 
Thursday

Small, loose 
sketches of 
objects we find 
or design 
concepts

Figure 
Friday

Figure drawing 
challenges



What is a Commercial Artist?
Commercial Artists are creative people who love to draw or 
sculpt.  Commercial artwork emphasizes ideas or concepts for 
employers or clients.  

Their job may include any of the following categories:

❖ Graphic Design
❖ Commercial Character Design – creating a character to market 

a product.
❖ Illustration – Drawing pictures.
❖ Photography
❖ Television Commercials/Music Videos
❖ Animation
❖ Computer Art



Some of the Tasks of their job might include… 
❖ Using a variety of media such as oils, watercolors, 

acrylics, silk-screen, clay, and computers.

 

❖ Making products and ideas more appealing to the public by 
creating designs, illustrations that attract attention. 

 

❖ Drawing samples of finished ideas and presents them to 
their employers or clients for approval.



Graphic Design
Sometimes graphic design is called 
“visual communications,” a term 
that emphasizes the function of 
advertisement, logo, or Web site 
design. An important part of the 
designer's task is to combine 
pictures and words into an ordered 
and effective whole. Graphic design 
is therefore a collaborative 
discipline: writers produce words 
and photographers and illustrators 
create images.



What Skills do I need & How do I get there?
Skills:

❖ Ability to generate original and 
creative ideas.

❖ Ability to draw and sculpt, along 
with a knowledge of design 
techniques.

❖ Ability to write using correct 
grammar and punctuation.

Develop a Portfolio:

Along with the proper education, 
Commercial artists must organize a 
portfolio (a collection of artwork 
which contains samples of art ability) 
to present to potential clients or 
employers during job interviews.  

Artists usually learn art styles and 
techniques by attending art schools 
or universities 

Most educational programs range from 
2-4 years to earn an art degree.

Aspiring Commercial artists must also 
receive computer-art training in 
programs such as Adobe Photoshop, 
Illustrator, Indesign etc. (know that 
tech based design is ever changing 
and it is key to keep up with new 
programs)   



Activity 
As you have been learning about commercial artists I hope 
that you have been thinking about what makes certain labels, 
brands and logos appealing to you personally (or popular in 
general) 

Understanding and applying the elements and principles of 
design are key to creating aesthetically pleasing commercial 
art. 

One way that commercial artist might work out their design 
concepts are through the use of thumbnail sketches of 
various design ideas.



Activity
❖ Today I want you to choose a logo that you see around 

you: 
➢ on your shoes, a purse, a box of food, an add on Youtube, etc.

❖ Sketch what you see: 
➢ try and copy the design as close as you can, this can be good 

practice and help bring you more understanding of the original design

❖ Reinvent what you see: 
➢ change the typeface of the lettering, the colors, the shapes that 

make up the logo itself, have fun adding your own ideas to the logo

❖ Reinvent your idea again and again until you have created 
several different mock up ideas for the original logo 
that you started with





The logo designs you 
could create are 
endless.

If you are having 
trouble finding a logo 
to reinvent them maybe 
come up with a concept 
for a store that sells 
your favorite items or a 
restaurant that serves 
your favorite food!

When you create a 
design that you are 
really happy with, 
draw it a few times 
so that you can 
create different 
color combinations 
for your logo design



Posters we use to 
teach you...





How to show us 
your 

creations...
We’d
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